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between Italy and the Holy See, and although Signer
Tommasini was not a Fascist, and was no longer in an
influential position at the time of the signing of the
Lateran Treaty, it can be safely said that those quiet
evening talks in Warsaw, in complete privacy, and without
at the time any very great hope of their leading to anything
practical, are undoubtedly the origin of the eventual
peace between the Vatican and the Quirinal.
Monsignor Ratti had a very great sense of realism, and
he would point out to Signor Tommasini that he fully
realised that under modern conditions the Holy Sec would
possess much greater moral power if it were not a terri-
torial state, with all the entanglements of a state. He
would point out that the Holy See must: be an entirely
independent entity, however small, and that the 1 lead of
the Church, being the Vicar of Christ, must not be a
subject of any country.
Neither of them thought at that time, with a radical
anti-clerical Italian Government in power, that there was
much hope of such a solution, but it was on those lines
that the final treaty was made. Monsignor Ratti never
changed his opinion, and it is quite certain that Signor
Tommasini in the years to come placed in the right
quarters his information as to what was in the Pope's
mind.